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NATIONAL BUREAU OF STANDARDS

The National Bureau of Standards® was established by an act of Congress March 3, 1901, The Bureau’s overall goal is to
strengthen and advance the Nation’s science and technology and facilitate their effective application for public benefit. To this
end, the Bureau conducts research and provides: (1) a basis for the Nation’s physical measurement system, (2) scientific and
technological services for industry and government, (3) a technical basis for equity in trade, and (4) technical services to pro-
mote public safety. The Bureau consists of the Institute for Basic Standards, the Institute for Materials Research, the Institute
for Applied Technology, the Institute for Computer Sciences and Technology, the Office for Information Programs, and the
Office of Experimental Technology Incentives Program.

THE INSTITUTE FOR BASIC STANDARDS provides the central basis within the United States of a complete and consist-
ent system of physical measurement; coordinates that system with measurement systems of other nations; and furnishes essen-
tial services leading to accurate and uniform physical measurements throughout the Nation’s scientific community, industry,
and commerce. The Institute consists of the Office of Measurement Services, and the following center and divisions:

Applied Mathematics — Electricity — Mechanics — Heat — Optical Physics — Center for Radiation Research — Lab-
oratory Astrophysics® — Cryogenics® — Electromagnetics? — Time and Frequency?®.

THE INSTITUTE FOR MATERIALS RESEARCH conducts materials research leading to improved methods of measure-
ment, standards, and data on the properties of well-characterized materials needed by industry, commerce, educational insti-
tutions, and Government; provides advisory and research services to other Government agencies; and develops, produces, and
distributes standard reference materials. The Institute consists of the Office of Standard Reference Materials, the Office of Air
and Water Measurement, and the following divisions:

Analytical Chemistry — Polymers — Metallurgy — Inorganic Materials — Reactor Radiation — Physical Chemistry.

THE INSTITUTE FOR APFLIED TECHNOLOGY provides technical services developing and promoting the use of avail-
able technology; cooperates with public and private organizations in developing technological standards, codes, and test meth-
ods; and provides technical advice services, and information to Government agencies and the public. The Institute consists of
the following divisions and centers:
Standards Application and Analysis — Blectronic Technology — Center for Consumer Product Technology: Product
Systems Analysis; Product Engineering — Center for Building Technology: Structures, Materials, and Safety; Building
Environment; Technical Evaluation and Application — Center for Fire Research: Fire Science; Fire Safety Engineering.

THE INSTITUTE FOR COMPUTER SCIENCES AND TECHNOLOGY conducts research and provides technical services
designed to aid Government agencies in improving cost effectiveness in the conduct of their programs through the selection,
acquisition, and effective utilization of automatic data processing equipment; and serves as the principal focus wthin the exec-
utive branch for the development of Federal standards for automatic data processing equipment, techniques, and computer
languages. The Institute consist of the following divisions:

Computer Services — Systems and Software — Computer Systems Engineering — Information Technology.

THE OFFICE OF EXPERIMENTAL TECHNOLOGY INCENTIVES PROGRAM seeks to affect public policy and process
to facilitate technological change in the private sector by examining and experimenting with Government policies and prac-
tices in order to identify and remove Government-related barriers and to correct inherent market imperfections that impede

the innovation process.
THE OFFICE FOR INFORMATION PROGRAMS promotes optimum dissemination and accessibility of scientific informa-
tion generated within NBS; promotes the development of the Nationa! Standard Reference Data System and a system of in-

formation analysis centers dealing with the broader aspects of the National Measurement System; provides appropriate services
to ensure that the NBS staff has optimum accessibility to the scientific information of the world. The Office consists of the

following organizational units:
Office of Standard Reference Data — Office of Information Activities — Office of Techmcal Publications — Library —
Office of International Standards — Office .of International Relations.

! Headquarters and Laboratories at Gaithersburg, Maryland, unless otherwise noted; mailing address Washington, D.C. 20234,
* Located at Boulder, Colorado 80302, :
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Voluntary Product Standard
PS 67-76

Marking of Gold Filled and Rolled Gold Plate Articles
Other than Watchcases

Approved by the American National Standards Institute on
April 18, 1977, as American National Standard ANSI/ VPS PS 67-76

Abstract

This Voluntary Pruduet Standard covers the marking of gold filled and rolled gold plate arti-
cles other than watchcases, as herein defined, offered for sale in the United States of America.
Requirements include application of quality marks, “Rolled Gold filled,” “Gold Overlay,” “Gold
Plate,” and/or “Rolled Gold Plate” to articles made of other metals, Definitions of trade terms
used and methods for identifying products that comply with the standard are included.

Key words: Jewelry, marking of; “Gold Filled,” marking of; “Gold Overlay,” marking of; “Gold
Plate,” marking of; “Rolled Gold Plate,” marking of.

Nat. Bur. Stand. (U.8.) Prod. Stand. 6776, 6 pages (Aug, 1977)
CODEN: XNPSAX

For sale by the Superintendent of Documents, US. Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 20402
(Order by SD Catalog No. C13.20/2:67-76). Stock Number 003-003-01813.9. Price 70 cents
(Add 25 percent additional for other than U.S. mailing.)




VOLUNTARY PRODUCT STANDARDS

Voluntary Product Standards are developed under procedures published by the Department of

Commerce in Part 10, Title 15, of the Code of Federal Regulations. The purpose of the stand-
ards is to establish nationally recognized requirements for products, and to provide all con-
cerned interests with a basis for common understanding of the characteristics of the products,
The National Bureau of Standards administers the Voluntary Product Standards program as a
supplement to the activities of the private sector standardizing organizations.

Establishment of a VOLUNTARY PRODUCT STANDARD

The role of the National Bureau of Standards in the establishment of a Voluntary Product
Standard is to (1) act as an uribiased coordinator in the development of the standard, (2) pro-
vide editorial assistance in the preparation of the standard, (3) supply such assistance and
review as is required to assure the technical soundness of the standard, (4) seek satisfactory
adjustment of valid points of disagreement, (5) determine the compliance with the criteria of
the Department’s procedures, (6) provide secretarial functions for each committee appointed
under the Department’s procedures, and (7) publish the standard as a public document.

Producers, distributors, users, consumers, and other interested groups contribute to the
establishment of a Voluntary Product Standanrd by (1) initiating and participating in the
development of the standard, (2) providing technical or other related counsel as appropriate
relating to the standard, (3) promoting the use of and support for the standard, and (4) assist-
ing in keeping the standard current with respect to advancing technology and marketing

practices.

Use of a VOLUNTARY PRODUCT STANDARD

The use of a Voluntary Product Standard is voluntary; the National Bureau of Standards has
no regulatory power in the enforcement of the provisions of the standards. However, since the
standards represent a consensus of all interested groups, their provisions are likely to become
established as trade customs. In addition, when a standard is made a part of a legal document,
such as a sales contract or code, compliance with the standard is enforceable,

The benefits derived from Voluntary Product Standards are in direct proportion to their
general recognition and actual use. Producers and distributors whose products meet the re-
quirements of a Voluntary Product Standard may refer to the standard in advertising and on
labels to promote greater public understanding of or confidence in their products. Purchasers
may order products conforming to the requirements of the standards.

For copies of the Voluntary Product Standards procedures or for more information concerning

the development and use of these standards you may write to: Standards Development Ser-
vices Section, National Bureau of Standards, Washington, D.C. 20234.
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Voluntary Product Standard PS 67-76
Supersedes Commerclal Standard €S 47-34

Marking of Gold Filled and Rolled Gold Plate Articles Other Than Waftchcases

Effective April 12, 1976 (See section 5.)

(This Standard, which was initiated by the Jewelers Vigilance Committee, has been developed under
the Procedures for the Devel%pmafnﬂ %}' Voluntary Product Standards of the U.S. Department of Com-

merce as a revalidation of CS 47-34,
Watchcases. See Section 6, History of Project,

1. PURPOSE

The purpose of this Voluntary Produet Stan-
dard is to establish nationallY recognized mark-
ing requirements for gold filled and rolled gold
plate articles other than watchcases and to pro-
vide producers, distributors, and users with a
basis for common understanding of the charac-
teristics of this product.

2. SCOPE

This Voluntary Product Standard covers the

" marking of gold filled and rolled gold plate arti-
cles other t%an watchcases,! as herein defined,
offered for sale in the United States of America.
Definitions of trade terms used and methods for
identifying Yroducts that comply with the Stan-
dard are included.

3. REQUIREMENTS

3.1. General - Products represented as com-
plying with this Voluntary Product Standard
}slhall. meet all of the requirements specified

erein,

3.2. Application of quality marks - The quality
mark “Gold Filled,” “Gold Overlay,” “Gold
Plate,” and/or “Rolled Gold Plate” shall refer to
articles made of base metal, upon one or more
sides or surfaces of which base metal there is
affixed by soldering, brazing, welding, or other
mechanical means, a sheet or sheets or shell of
karat gold, produced by alloying fine gold with
other metals, said sheet or sheets or shell of gold
being rolled, drawn, or pressed to the marked
weight ratio before uniting with the base metal.

3.2.1. Weight - Qualities for %old filled, gold
overlay, gold plate, and rolled gold plate articles
other than watchcases shall be designated by and
have applied thereto marks which state in ferms

of fractions and karats the correct proportion of

lDefiuitiomv, for wit.cbcases are governed by the Gut‘desafw the Watch Industry pro-
mulgated by the Federal Trade Commission as amended August 18, 1970, since
watg{;casea require 8 greater degree of metal content due to friction caused by the
wrist,

arking %f Gold Filled and Rolled Gold Plate Articles Other than
or further information.)

the weight of the alloyed gold to the weight of the
entire metal in such articles and the actual karat
fineness of the entire gold covering, thus “1/10

* 12K Gold Filled,” or *1/80 10K Rolled Gold Plate,”

as the case may be. For example, “1/10 12K Gold
Filled” means that the article consists of base
metal covered on one or more surfaces with a gold
alloy of 12 karat fineness throughout the gold
covering, the said covering of gold alloy compris-
ing 1/10 part by weifght of the metal in the entire
article, exclusive of the exemptions as noted in
3.4and 341

3.2.2. Praction - The fraction shall precede the
fineness designation in every case, and the
denominator of said fraction shall always be a
multiple of five, unless specified to the contrary
by law or government regulation.

3.2.3. Fineness - No article having a gold coat-
ing of less than 10K fineness shall have applied to
it any quality mark. No article having an alloied
gold content of less than 1/20 shall be marked
“Gold Filled.” Articles manufactured in accor-
dance with the definitions of 3.2 if marked
“Rolled Gold Plate,” shall be preceded by the
fraction and the fineness designation, as
specified in 3.2.1 and 3.2.2.

3.3. Tolerance - The actual gold content of an
article shall be not less than the gold content in-
dicated by the quality marks by more than:10 per-
cent.

3.4. Exemptions - Exemptions recognized in the
jewelry trade and not to be consicg;-ed in any
assay for quality include joints, catches, screws
pin stems, pins of scarf pins, hat pins, etc., field
gieces and bezels for lockets, posts and separable

acks of lapel buttons, sprinFs, and metallic parts
completely and permanently encased in a non-
metallic covering. Field pieces of lockets are
those inner portions used as frames between the
inside edges of the locket and the spaces for hold-
ing pictures. Bezels are the separable inner metal
rings used to hold the pictures in place,

3.4.1. Optical exemptions - Exemptions recog-




nized in the optical trade and not to be considered
in any assay for quality shall include screws,
dowels, cores and/or inner windings of comfort
cable temples, metal parts when completely and
permanently encased with zylonite or any
equivalent plastic material, and, for oxfords, the
handle and catch.

3.5. Trademark - Any gold-covered article
herein defined having applied thereto a quality
mark, shall also have applied thereto and im-
mediately adjacent to such quality mark, and
equally visible, legible, clear, and distinct
therewith, the name or a trademark duly applied
for or registered under the laws of the United
States, of the manufacturer or seller of such arti-
cle or the trade name of the manufacturer or
seller. Initials shall not be used in lieu of a name
u_r:llegs registered as a trademark as above pro-
vided.

3.6. Class, pattern, type, or style mark - If a
gold-covered article herein defined has applied to
It the name or a trademark dul& applied for or
registered under the laws of the United States, of
the manufacturer or seller of such article, and a
cﬁlality mark conforming to the requirements of
this standard, it may also have a?plied to it
numerals or other indicia to identify the class
pattern, type, or style of the article, provided
such numerals are not incorporated with the
quality mark and are not placed or arranged so as
to mislead or deceive.

4. DEFINITIONS

For the purpose of this Standard, the following
definitions shall apply:

Apply or Applied - Apply or applied includes
any method or means of application or attach-
ment to, or of use on, or in conjunction with, or in
relation to an article, whether such application,
attachment, or use is to, on, by, in or with (1) the
article itself, (2) anything attached to the article,
(3) anything to which the article is attached, (4)
anything in, or on, which the article is, or (5) any
bill, invoice, order, statement, letter, advertise-
ment, or anything so used or placed as to leadto a
reasonable belief that it refers to the article in

question.

Gold - Gold includes any allo¥ of the element
old of not less than 10 karat fineness. “Karat
%old” means an alloy of the element gold of not

less than 10 karat fineness.

Mark - Mark means any letter, figure, numeral,

symbol, sign, device, or any combinations thereof.

Quality mark - Quality mark means any mark
indicating an article is composed of gold, and/or
indicating the quality, fineness, ?uantity, weight,
t%lickness, proportion, or kind of gold in an arti-
cle,

Karat - A karat is 1/24 part by weight of the
metallic element gold in an article. For example,
“10 Kt” or “10 Karat Gold” means that the
metallic element gold contained in the article
constitutes 10/24 by weight of the entire article.

5. EFFECTIVE DATE AND
IDENTIFICATION

The effective date of this Standard is April 12
1976. As of the effective date, reference to PS
67-76, may be made in contracts, codes, advertis-
ing, invoices, product labels, and the like, but no
product may be advertised or representeti in any
manner which would im})l% or tend to imply ap-
proval or endorsement of that product by the Na-
tional Bureau of Standards, the Department of
Commerce, or by the Federal Government.

- Thefollowing statements are suggested for use
in representing products as conforming to all re-
quirements of this Standard:

(1) “This article conforms to all requirements
established in Voluntary Product Stan-

dard PS 67-76, developed and published in

accordance with the U.S. Department of
Commerce Procedures for the Devei%r
ment of Voluntary Product Ste 8.
Full responsibility for the conformance
of this product to the standard is assumed
by (name and address of producer or dis-
tributor).”

(2) “Conforms to PS 67-76, (Name and address
of producer or distributor).”

§. HISTORY OF PROJECT

In 1933 Commercial Standard CS 47-34, Mark-
ing of Gold Filled and Rolled Gold Plate Articles
Other Than Watchcases, was developed at the re-
}uest of the New England Manufacturin

ewelers’ and Silversmiths’ Association (rename
Manufacturing Jewelers and Silversmiths of
America, Inc.), supported by the Jewelers
Vigilance Committee, Inc., and was published in
January 1934.

In December 1974 the Jewelers Vigilance Com-
mittee, Inc., the recognized trade association for
the jewelry industry, requested that the National
Bureau of Standards initiate a revalidation of CS
47-34 under the Procedures for the Development of




- Voluntary Product Standards. Appointments

were mag to the Standing Committee, and the
Jewelers Vigilance Committee, Inc., recommen-
dation was forwarded to them in .fuly 1975 for
review. The Standing Committee indicated the
standard should be revalidated and in December
1975 they were asked to vote on the appropriate-
ness of the proposal. In February 1976 all mem-
bers of the Standing Committee approved the
proposal to revalidate CS 47-34.

The new edition of the standard was desig-
nated Voluntary Product Standard PS 67-76,
Marking of Gold Filled and Rolled Gold Plate Ar-
ticles Other Than Watchcases, and became effec-
tive on April 12, 1976.

Technical Standards Coordinator:

C. W. Devereux .
Standards Development Services Section
National Bureau of Standards
Washington, D.C. 20234

7. STANDING COMMITTEE

A Standing Committee has been appointed to
assist in keeping this Voluntary Product Stan-
dard up to date, The names of the members of the
committee are available from the Standards
Development Services Section, Washington, D.C.
20234, which serves as the secretariat of the com-
mittee,

* U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1977 0—239-353
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NBS TECHNICAL PUBLICATIONS

PERIODICALS

JOURNAL OF RESEARCH reports National Bureau
of Standards research and development in physics,
mathematics, and chemistry. It is published in two
sections, available separately:
® Physics and Chemistry (Section A) g‘f‘

Papers of interest primarily to sciep*’ .\,orking in
these fields. This section covers g br age of physi-
cal and chemical research, witv sr emphasis on
standards of physical measur = ¥, fundamental con-
stants, and properties of m- asued six times a year.
Annual subscription: D- _0°., $17.00; Foreign, $21.25.
© Mathematical ch Section B)
Studies and comr’ o ® .8 designed mainly for the math-
ematician and _ o ®otical physieist, Topics in mathemat-
ical statist’ pV.ieory of experiment design, numerical
analys:f Q“ sretical physics and chemistry, logical de-
sxgn srogramming of computers and computer sys-
‘@Qnort numerical tables. Issued quarterly. Annual
s wnptmn Domestic, $9.00; Foreign, $11.25.

DIMENSIONS/NBS (formerly Technical News Bulle-
tin)—This monthly magazine is published to inform
scientists, engineers, businessmen, industry, teachers,
students, and consumers of the latest advances in
science and technology, with primary emphasis on the
work at NBS. The magazine highlights and reviews
such issues as energy research, fire protection, building
technology, metric conversion, pollution abatement,
health and safety, and consumer product performance,
In addition, it reports the results of Bureau programs
in measurement standards and techniques, properties of
matter and materials, engineering standards and serv-
ices, instrumentation, and automatic data processing.

Annual subscription: Domestic, $12.50; Foreign, $15.65.
NONPERIODICALS

Monographs——Major contributions to the technical liter-
ature on various subjects related to the Bureau’s scien-
tific and technical activities.
Handbooks—Recommended codes of engineering and
industrial practice (including safety codes) developed
in cooperation with interested industries, professional
organizations, and regulatory bodies.

Special Publications—Include proceedings of conferences
sponsored by NBS, NBS annual reports, and other
special publications appropriate to this grouping such
as wall charts, pocket cards, and bibliographies,
Applied Mathematics Series—Mathematical tables, man-
ualg, and studies of special interest to physicists, engi-
neers, chemiats, biologists, mathemasticians, com-
puter programmers, and others engaged in scientific
and technical work.

National Standard Reference Data Series—Provides
quantitative data on the physical and chemical proper-
ties of materials, compiled from the world’s literature
and critically evaluated. Developed under a world-wide
program coordinated by NBS. Program under authority
of National Standard Data Aet (Public Law 90-396).

NOTE: At present the principal publication outlet for
these data is the Journal of Physical and Chemical
Reference Data (JPCRD) published gquarterly for NBS
by the American Chemical Society (ACS) and the Amer-
ican Institute of Physics (AIP). Subscriptions, reprints,
and supplements available from ACS, 1155 Sixteenth
St. NW., Wash. D. C. 20056.

Building Science Series—Disseminates technical infor-
mation developed at the Bureau on building materials,
components, systems, and whole structures. The series
presents research results, test methods, and perform-
ance criteria related to the structural and environmental
functions and the durability and safety characteristics
of building elements and systems.

Technical Notes—Studies or reports which are complete
in themselves but restrictive in their treatment of a
subjeet. Analogous to monographs but not so compre-
hensive in scope or definitive in treatment of the sub-
ject area. Often serve as a vehicle for final reports of
work performed at NBS under the sponsorship of other
government agencies.

Voluntary Product Standards—Developed under proce-
dures published by the Department of Commerce in Part
10, Title 15, of the Code of Federal Regulations. The
purpose of the standards is to establish nationally rec-
ognized requirements for products, and to provide all
concerned interests with a basis for common under-
standing of the characteristics of the products. NBS
administers this program as a supplement to the activi-
ties of the private sector standardizing organizations.
Consumer Information Series—Practical information,
based on NBS research and experience, covering areas
of interest to the consumer. Easily understandable lang-
uage and illustrations provide useful background knowl-
edge for shopping in today’s technological marketplace.

Order above NBS publications from: Superintendent
of Documents, Government Printing Office, Washington,
D.C. 20402.

Order following NBS publications—NBSIR’s and FIPS
from the National Technical Information Services,
Springfield, Va. 22161.

Federal Information Processing Standards Publications
(FIPS PUBS)-—Publications in this series collectively
constitute the Federal Information Processing Stand-
ards Register. Register serves as the official source of
information in the Federal Government regarding stand-
ards issued by NBS pursuant to the Federal Property
and Administrative Services Act of 1949 as amended,
Publie Law 89-306 (79 Stat. 1127), and as implemented
by Executive Order 11717 (38 FR 12315, dated May 11,
1973) and Part 6 of Title 15 CFR (Code of Federal
Regulations).

NBS Interagency Reports (NBSIR)—A special series of
interim or final reports on work performed by NBS for
outside sponsors (both government and non-govern-
ment). In general, initial distribution is handled by the
sponsor; public distribution is by the National Techni-
cal Information Services (Springfield, Va. 22161) in
paper copy or microfiche form,

BIBLIOGRAPHIC SUBSCRIPTION SERVICES

The following current-awareness and literature-survey

bibliographies are issued periodically by the Bureau:

Cryogenic Data Center Current Awareness Service. A
literature survey issued biweekly, Annual subserip-
tion: Domestic, $25.00 ; Foreign, $30.00-.

Liquified Natural Gas. A literature survey issued quar-

terly. Annual subseription: $20.00.

Superconducting Devices and Materials. A literature
survey issued quarterly. Annual subscription: $30.00:
Send subscription orders and remittances for the pre-
ceding bibliographic services to National Bureau of
Standards, Cryogenic Data Center (275.02) Boulder,
Colorado 80302.




U.S. Department of Commerce
National Institute of Standards and Technology-NIST
[formerly the National Bureau of Standards-NBS]

Jewelry Fact Sheet

The Commercial Standards (CS) and the Voluntary Product Standards (PS) concerning jewelry were
withdrawn by the U.S. Department of Commerce effective March 21, 1984 (Federal Register, Vol. 49, No.

14, January 20, 1984, page 2499).
PS67-76, Marking of Gold Filled and Rolled Gold Plate Articles Other than Watchcases
PS68-76, Marking of Articles Made of Silver in Combination‘with Gold
PS69-76, Marking of Articles Made Wholly of or in Part of Platinum
PS70-76, Marking of Articles Made of Karat Gold

PS71-76, Marking of Jewelry and Novelties of Silver

khkdhhkh Rk
-Despite the withdrawal of these product standards they are still cited in the Code of Federal Regulations
(CFR) Title 16, Part 23-Guides for the Jewelry Industry. The Federal Trade Commission is the regulatory
agency responsible for CFR Title 16, Parts 0 - 999. Call Toll Free - FTC Hotline at 877-FTC-HELP
(877-382-4357) or website address: http://www.ftc.gov (click on Consumer Protection - go to Products and
Services - scroll down to Guides).

Or assi and additi ormation on lations, guides, and irements
and sources. contact, Enforccment Division, Bureau of Consumer Protecnon, U.S. Federal Trade

Commission (FTC), 6th and Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Washington, DC, USA 20580, USA; Telephone:
(202) 326-3042; Fax: (202) 326-2558; Internet: htip://www.ftc.gov .

Note: The Code of Federal Regulaﬁons (CFR) and Federal Register (FR) are available in most libraries and
on the internet (summary, PDF file, text) at website address: http://www.access.gpo.gov/nara .

% ok Kk kK koK ok ok Kk

Jewelers Vigilance Committee (JVC), 25 West 45th Street, New York, New York 10036, USA; Telephone:
(212) 997-2002; Fax: (212) 997-9148. JVC can provide assistance and information on markings,
advertising, related jewelry industry laws and, ‘Guide to Jewelry Markings and Descriptions.’

Manufacturing Jewelers & Silversmiths of America-MJSA (formerly New Englarid Jewelers’ and
Silversmiths® Association), 1 State Street, Providence, Rhode Island 02908-5035, USA,; Tclephone: (800) -
444-MIJSA or (401) 274-3840; Fax: (401) 274-0265; Internet: http://mjsa.polygon.net .




Federal Register / Vol. 48, No. 14 / Thursday, January 20, 1983 / Notices
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intyfriational Markef Research (IMR)
iKenigis

“IR\reports areforiginal studies of
¢ mvm sport mArkets for selected U.S.
industrie}. They are prepared on the
301, in thi coyntry of research, by

market conguliants under contract to the

nt of Commerce or by the
ommercial Service. The

Jepending on length of the report.
Siephdn B, Strauss,
Liepuly Assistant Secretay for Trade
iifufmation and Analysis.
it floc, 83~1565 Filed 1-19-83; 8:45 am
SICLING CODE 3510-25-M

Hational Bureau of Standards

Status Report on Voluntary Product
Standards

AGENGCY: Natmnal Bureau of Standards,
Commerce.

AcTioN: Development, maintenance, and
withdrawal of certain voluntary
standards.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: On
August 30, 1982, the Department of
Commerce (Department) announced in
the Federal Register (47 FR 38171) the
status of 26 standards classified as
voluntary standards. The announcement
was made in accordance with the
revised “Procedures for the
Development of Voluntary Product
Standards" (15 CFR Part 10).

The August 30, 1982, notice specified
the retention of specific standards for
fixed periods of time. The updated
status of all existing voluntary
standards is indicated below.

The fcllowing Voluntary Product
Standards will continue to be
maintained by the Department:

Standard and Proponent Organization

P51-74 *“Construction and Industrial
Plywoad”, American Plywood
Assaciation

PS 20-70 "American Softwaod Lumber
Standard”, American Lumber Standards
Commitlee

P§ 73-77 *“Carbonated Soft Drink Bottles”,
Glass Packaging Institute

The Department has agreed to
sponsor the development of a Voluntary
Product Standard for the production of
carbonated soft drinks in glass bottles,
which was requested by the National
Soft Drink Association. It has been
determined that this standards project
meets the six requirements for

Department sponsorship stated in
§ 10.0(b) of the mentioned Procedures.

The following standards will be
retained by the Department until
January 20, 1984, to permit the arderly
transfer of sponsorship of such
standards from the Department to the
identified organizations.

PS 56-73 “Structural Glued Laminated
Timber", American Institute of Timber
Construction

PS 67-76 “Marking of Gold Filled and
Rolled Gold Plate Articles Other Than
Watchcases”, Jewelers Vigilance
Committee

PS 6878 “Marking of Articles Made of
Silver in Combination with Gold",
Jewelers Vigilance Committee

PS 69-76 “Marking of Articles Made Wholly
or in Part of Platinum"” Jewelers
Vigilance Committee

PS 70-76 “Marking of Articles Made of
Karat Gold", Jewelers Vigilance
Committee

PS71-76 “Marking of Jewelry and Novelties
of Silver”, Jewelers Vigilance Committee

PS72-76 ‘“Toy Safety”, American Society
for Testing and Materials

In accordance with § 10.13 of the
mentioned Procedures, notice is hereby
given of the withdrawal of the following
standards. This action is taken in
furtherance of the Department’s
announced intentions ag set forth in the
August 30, 1982, notice to withdraw
these standards. The effective date for
, the withdrawal of the standards will be
“March 21, 198% This withdrawal action
" terminates the authority to refer to these
standards as voluntary standards
developed under the Department of
Commerce procedures. The
organizations listed below have
assumed responsibility for the
standards.

PS5 36~70 “Body Measurements for the
Sizing of Boys' Apparel”, American
Society for Testing and Materials

PS 42-70 “Body Measurements for the
Sizing of Women's Patterns and
Apparel”, American Society for Testing
and Materials

PS 45-71 “Body Measurements for the
Sizing of Apparel for Young Men
{Students)", American Soclety for
Testing and Materials

PS 51-71 “Hardwood and Decorative
Plywood", Hardwood Plywood
Manufacturers Association

PS 54-72 “Body Measurements for the
Sizing of Girls' Apparel”, American
Society for Testing and Materials

PS 63-75 “Latex Foam Mattresses for
Hospitals”, American Saciety for Testing
and Materials

PS 66-75 “'Safety Requirements for Home
Playground Equipment”, American
Society for Testing and Malerials

CS151-50 “Body Measurements for the
Sizing of Apparel for Infants, Babies,
Toddlers and Children {for the Knit

Underwear Industry)”, American Society
for Testing and Materials
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Karl G. Newell, Jr., Office of Product
Standards Policy, National Bureau of
Standards, Washington, D.C. 20234,
Telephone: {301} 921-2368.
Dated: January 6, 1963. .
Ernest Ambler,
Director.
{FR Doc. 83-827 Filed 1~39-83; 845 am].
BILLING CODE 3510-13-#

i

Office of the Secretary

President’s Private Sector Su ey on
Cost\Control; Open Meeting

AGENQY: Office of the Secreta

the Department pf Cogamerce as a public
advxsorycorrum ee ip 8ccord with the

The purpose of the¢
Sector Survey on (Ygst Comrol is to
conduct a private sgctor survey on cost
control in the Fede, .l Government and

Time and Place.

February 4, 1883 at 1100 a.m. The
meeting will ta
Department of Commerc Auditorium,

SURPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
acdomplish the President’s objective
that the gurvey be funded. to the




PS 67

THE
PARKER
PEN
COMPANY

26 September 1980

Ms. Sara Wimsatt

Office of Standards Information,
Analysis and Development

U. S. Department of Commerce

National Bureau of Standards

Washington, D, C, 20234

Re: Reliance on the 10% minus tolerance
of paragraph 3.3 of PS 67-76 for items
marked "1/20 12K fold filled!

. Dear Ms., Wimsatt:

In follow-up to your letter to me of 18 July 1980 on this subject,

I am enclosing a copy of an Advisory Opinion letter to me dated
22 September 1980 from the FTC Bureau of Consumer Protection,
Please note that the subject reliance is misplaced in the opinion
of the Bureau, The advisory opinion is sound and well reasoned
and would undoubtedly be followed by the Commission in a matter
presenting this issue. Ihave sent a copy of the advisory opinion
to Mr. Windman of Jewelers Vigilance Committee.

Very truly yours,

2 Hid—

Howard M. Herriot
Legal Counsel

kp
Enclosure

cc: Mr, Joel A, Windman, JVC

THE PARKER PEN COMPANY / 219 East Court Street / Janesville, Wisconsin /53545 / U.S.A.
Telephone: 608-755-7000 / TWX 910288-2924 / Cable: PARKERPEN-janesville




CONSUMER PROTECTION

FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20580

BUREAU OF |
SEP 20 1980

The Parker Pen Company
219 East Court Street ,
Janesville, Wisconsin 53545

Attention: Howard M. Herriot, Esqg.
Legal Counsel

Dear Mr. Herriot:

This is in response to your written request for an advisory
opinion concerning the proposed marking of a pen product as "1/20
12 kt. gold-filled," when the product would actually contain 10
percent less gold than 25 parts per thousand of gold to base metal,
relying on a 10 percent minus tolerance provided for in paragraph
3.3 of Voluntary Product Standard PS 67-76 promulgated by the
Commerce Department's National Bureau of Standards. :

The Commission's Guides for the Jewelry Industry, as your
letter notes, explicitly state that the requirements relating to
the marking of industry products are subject to the tolerances
- .applicable thereto under the National Stamping Act (15 U.S.C. §294,
et seq.), and to the exemptions under Commercial Standards CS 67-38
and CS 47-34 (later revalidated by the Commerce Department as
Voluntary Product Standards PS 70-76 and PS 67-76, respectively).
The exemptions provided for in the commercial standards relate to
jewelry components such as springs, posts, nuts, rivets, etc., that
are recognized in the jewelry trade as not appropriate for :
consideration in any assay of gold content. The guides, however,
do not refer to tolerances provided for in the commercial
standards. = The guides, therefore, are explicitly made subject to
the specific statutory tolerances allowed under the National
Stamping Act, while also recognizing the exemptions prescribed in
the commercial standards.

Because of the rather clear language of the gquides in this
‘respect, we interpret them as being subject only to those
tolerances established by the National Stamping Act. We also
consider that the proposed form of marking, that is, applying a
10 percent minus tolerance in the situation presented, would have
the capacity and tendency of deceiving purchasers as to the
quantity -of gold in the article.




- Howard M. Herriot, Esqg. ‘ : -2-

- The particular commercial standards in question were
revalidated by the Commerce Department on April 12, 1976.
Subsequently, on October 1, 1976, Congress enacted an amendment of
the National Stamping Act that provrdes for greatly-reduced
tolerances for gold products. The amendment, referred to as the
"Gold Labeling Act of 1976," is to become effective on October 1,
-1981. The imminent tlghtenlng of the statutory tolerances for gold
products would appear to be an additional argument against a more
expansive 1nterpretatlon of the guides at this time.

The opinions expressed herein are rendered at staff level and
have not been reviewed or passed on by the Commission.

Attorney
Division of Marketing Abuses



RECONSTITUTED STANDING COMMITTEE

for

PS 67-76, Marking of Gold Filled and Rolled Gold
Plate Articles Other Than Watchcases

Producers

- Mr. George R. Knight (Chairman)
President

I. Stern & Company

320 Washington Street

Mount Vernon, New York 10553
(914) 668-4300

Mr. Fred Kilguss

President e

Manufacturing Jewelers and Silversmiths
of America, Inc.

45 Richmond Street

Providence, Rhode Island 02903

(401) 421-5957

Mr. Richard Krementz, Jr.
President

Krementz & Company

49 Chestnut Street
Newark, New Jersey 07101
(201) 621-8300

Distributors

Mr. William S. Preston, Jr.
President

F. J. Preston & Son, Inc.
17 Church Street A
Burlington, Vermont 05401
(802) 864-4391

Mr. John M. Stinson
President

Stinson Jewelers

111 Washington Street, SW.
Camden, Arkansas 71701
(501) 836-5063

Group Vice President
Zale Corporation
P.0O. Box 2219
Dallas, Texas 75221
(214) 634-4100

Users

Mr. Joseph Tarantola

President

Local No. 1

International Jewelry Workers Union
133 West 44th Street

New York, New York 10036

(212) 246-2335

Mr. Edwin Palumbo

Executive Director

Rhode Island Consumers' Council
365 Broadway

Providence, Rhode Island 02909
(401) 277-2764

Mr, Terrance J. Hamilton

Counsel

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Consumer Council

100 Cambridge Street

Boston, Massachusetts 02202

(617) 727-2605

July 1, 1975




RECONSTITUTED STANDING COMMITTEE

wfor

'PS 67-76, Marklng of Gold Filled and Rolled Gold
Plate Articles Other Than Watchcases

Producers :
: Mr George R. Knlght (Chairman)
. President :
I, Stern & Ccmpany
- 320 Washington Street

" Mount Vernon, New York 10553
(014 668-4300

Pres:Ldent ' '

Manufacturing Jewelers and S:leersmlths
of America, Inc.

45 Richmond Street

Providence, Rhode Island 02903

(401) 421-5957

. Mr. Richard Krementz, Jr.
President

. Krementz & Company

.49 Chestnut Street

Newark, New Jersey 07101
(201) 621-8300

- Distributors

- Mr. William S. Preston, Jr.
President :

- .F. J. Preston & Son, Inc.
17 Church Street

- Burlington, Vermont 05401
- (802) 864—4591 e D

Mr. John M. Stinson
President

Stinson Jewelers

111 Washington Street, SW.
Camden, Arkansas 71701
(501) 836-5063

Mr. Marvin Rubin
Group Vice President
Zale Corporation
P.O. Box 2219
Dallas, Texas 75221
(214) 634-4100

Users

Mr. Joseph Tarantola

President

Iocal No. 1 , .
International Jewelry Workers Union
133 West 44th Street R
New York, New York 10036 S
(212) 246-2335 . - R

Mr. Edwin Palumbo

Executive Director i
Rhode Island Consumers' Counc:.l

-365 Broadway

Providence, Rhode Island 02909
(401) 277-2764

Mr., Terrance J. Hanulton

Counsel

The Ccmnonwealth of Massachusetts
Consumer Council I

100 Cambridge Street

Boston, Massachusetts 02202

(617) 727-2605

July 1, 1975




A non-profit association to advance ethical practices founded in 1912

OFFICERS

resident

ERNARD CHALSON
first vice president
M. W. TOWNSEND
second vice president
HENRY B. PLATT
secretary-treasurer
LEO L. KAPLAN

executive vice president
general counsel
JOEL A. WINDMAN

DIRECTORS

THEODORE E. ANDRAE 11
Andrae’s Jewslers, Orangeburg, S.C.
WILLIAM A, ARGO
Jewelry Industry Council
*F. REMINGTON BALLOU
Mfg. JIrs. & Silversmiths of America, Inc.
WILLIAM H. BAUMGARDT
C. A.Kiger Co., Kansas City, Mo.
R. MARK BOURQUIN

Bulova Watch Co., Inc., Jackson Heights, N. Y.

ALBERT BRATT

Associate Jewelers Inc.

FRANK H. BROMBERG, JR.

Bromberg & Co., Inc., Birmingham, Ala.
*BERNARD CHALSON

Wm. Chalson& Co., Inc., N. Y, N. Y,
*STANLEY E. CHURCH

Church & Co., Bloomfield, N. J.

MELVIN S. COHEN

A. Cohen & Sons Corp., N. Y., N. Y.

PHILIP F. CRONAN

Dolan & Bullock Co., Providence, R.l.
*WILLIS COWLISHAW

Zale Corporation, Dallas, Tx.

WILLIAM H. DYKSTRA )

Sterling Silversmiths Guild of America

FRANK EVERTS

Everts Jewelers, Dallas, Tx.

HERBERT E. FAITHFULL

Citizen Watch Co. of America, Inc., L. A, Ca.
*ALVIN B. FINK

Fink's Jewelers, Roanoke, Va.

ARTHURF. GLEIM

Gleim, the Jeweler, Palo Alto, Ca.

ADAM C. HEYMAN

Oscar Heyman & Bros. inc.,N. Y., N. Y.

EDGAR JADWIN

Krementz & Co., Newark, N. J.
*LEO L. KAPLAN'

Lazare Kaplan & Sons N Y. NY.
*GEORGE !g KNIGHT,

Gold Filled Mfrs. Assn

LOUIS F. KRUSSMAN

Trifari, Krussman & Fishel, N. Y., N. Y.
*HOWARD |. MICHAELS

Michaels Jirs., New Haven, Ct.
*NORMAN M. MORRIS

Norman M, Morris Corp., N.Y., N. Y.

SALLIE MORTON

American Gem Society
*ROBERT G. PACKER

Die es & Clust, Providence, R. 1.
*HE| PETERSON

Jewelry Manufacturers Assn., Inc.

*HENRY B. PLATT

Tiffany & Co., N. Y, N. Y.
'WlLLIAMS PRESTON, JR.

F. J. Preston & Son, Inc., Burlington, Vt.
*BARNETT ROBINSON

Barnett Roblnson Inc, N.Y, N.Y.

*MICHAEL D. ROMAN

Retail Jewelers of America, Inc.
VIRGINIA B. RUDDER

Claude S. Bennett, Inc., Atlanta, Ga.

MAURICE SHIRE

American Stone Importers Assn., Inc.

LESLIEL SMITH

Oneida, Ltd., Oneida, N. Y.

JOHN M. STINSON

Stinson's Jewelers, Camden, Ar.
*M. W. TOWNSEND

Handy & Harman, N. Y., N. Y.

HERBERT F. UNDERWOOD
Underwood Jirs., Inc., Jacksonville, FI.
A. C. WILSON

Chicago Jewelers' Assn.

R. LYMAN WOOD

Lenox Inc., N.Y,, N.Y.

*Executive Committee

PAST PRESIDENTS

HARRY C. LARTER 1917-1932
GUSTAV H. NIEMEYER 1933-1967

WILLIAMS. PRESTON, JR. 1973 1975

JEWELERS VIGILANCE COMMITTEE, INC.

June 7, 1978

Please refer to our File No. 2571d

Mr. C. W. Devereux

Technical Standards Coordinator
Standards Development Services
United States Department of Commerce
National Bureau of Standards
Washington, D. C. 20234

Dear Mr. Devereux:

I have your letter of May 31 (received
this date) enclosing a copy of the new ISO project
on jewelry.

ANSI does Tist us for mailing purposes;
however, our address is incorrect, and we did res-
pond to Ms. Rand and a copy of our reply is enclosed
with this letter.

Our letter indicates that there are various
Taws which would restrain an industry from standardiz-
ing matters which may be subject to the antitrust laws,
and, as you know, we always seek to stay within the
conf1nes of the laws of our country regardless of
what other countries may do.

Let's continue to keep in close contact.
ere]y,

0L A. WINDMAN
eral Counsel

JAW :mf
Enc,

919 THIRD AVENUE « NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10022 » 212 753-1304



e

April 27, 1978

Hbhsd rErdR oo SUF mélﬁg”%yﬁ?’&m 26720,

Ms. Barbara C. Rand

Adminfstrative Asgistant
International Operations
American Natfonal Standards Inst1tu?e. Inc.
1430 Braedway :
New York, N. Y, 10018

Dear Ms. Rand:
. - This will acknowledge your Memorandum

dated an 15, 1978, recefved this date, concerning
cormments requested by the Intarnational Organization

‘ for Standardfzation.

The Jewelry Industry in the United States
has specific standards which are governed by the
Federal Trade Commission, and, as I am cartain
ARSI 1s aware, the antitrust laws of the United
States are a vital factor in requiring industry
to cofiform with governmental standards rather than
industry standards.

Yarfous regulations of the United States
Government are now being revised, and when this re-
vision 1s completed, perhaps we may be able to bring
10S up to date with the requirements of the {Inited
States Government,

In any event, the Manufacturing Jewelers
and Silversmiths of America shown on your "Canvass
List" is a member of CIBJO, and this organization
{s keeping the jewelry {ndustry apprized,




federal register

CE

&

Natioﬁal Bureau of Standards

FIVE COMMERCIAL STANDARDS FOR '
. . JEWELRY MARKING Co

* Voluntary Product Standards

This is notice that the following five'
Commercial Standards are being repub-
lished in the current Voluntary Product
‘Standard format, under the Depart-
ment’s “Procedures for the Development
~of Voluntary Product Standards” Q5
CFR Part 10, as revised; 35 FR 8349!
dated May 28,1970 s - - ]

CS 47-34, “Marking of Gold Filled and’
Rolled Gold Plate Articles Other ‘Than
Watchcases” (PS 67-176).

CS 51-35, “Marking Articles Made of -
Silver in Combination with Gold” (PS
68-76). : :

C8 66-38, “Marking of Articles Made
}]?Vholly or in Part of Platinum" (PS 69-
6). - .
CS 67-38, “Marking Articles Made of
Karat Gold” (PS 70-16). :

CS 118-44, “Marking of Jewelry and
Novelties of Silver” (PS 71-176).

The new Voluntary Product Standard
designations are given in parentheses.
‘Titles remain unchanged, .

 Dated: April 6, 1976.

- ~ .. ERNEST AMBLER,
’ " Acting Director.

[FR Doc.76~10414 Filed 4-9-76;8:45 am]

Reprinted from:
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